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The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to 
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In coining to this 
conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows: 

1. Claims 1 to 1 1 relate to a soft contact lens having a generally concave posterior surface and a convex anterior 
surface, the contact lens having mechanical and/or a geometric shape such that when the lens is fitted to the 
eye the pressure applied to the eye by or via the contact lens will vary between at least one zone of higher 
pressure and one zone of lower pressure so as to at least temporarily change the shape of the cornea. It is 
considered that the zones of higher and lower pressure of the contact lens comprises a first "special technical 
feature". 

2. Claims 12 to 14 relate to a method of refractive error reduction of an eye by corneal reshaping including the 
steps of determining the required refractive correction for the eye, characterizing the surface shape of at least 
that part of the eye which is to be subjected to reshaping, and selecting a soft lens having a geometric 
configuration such that when fitted to the eye will apply pressures to the eye to assist in reshaping the cornea. 
It is considered that characterizing the surface shape of at least the part of the eye subjected to be reshaped 
comprises a second special technical feature. 

These groups are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept, that is, they do not have any common 
inventive features, which define a contribution over the prior art. The common concept linking together these groups 
of claims is using a soft contact lens for orthokeratology. However this concept is not novel in the light of 
WO 02/29446, US 6010219, US 5428412, and US 4952045. Therefore these claims lack unity a posteriori. 

However since all these inventions share the same IPC classifications they could be searched and examined together 
without effort which would warrant an additional fee. 
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